Serial No. 10/631,970 
Filing Date: August 1, 2003 

Amendment and Response to Non-Final Offiee Action 
Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method, comprising: comprising 

executing computer implemented instructions performed by one or more service provider 
pr-ee^ssofs computers for: 

receiving, at a payment service provider, a payment request for the payment service 
provider to pay a payee on behalf of a payor; 

assembling, at the payment service provider, a plurality of debit options r i sk reduct i on 
techniques available for fulfilling the received payment request based at least in part on 
information included in the received payment request , wherein each of the plurality of debit 
options is associated with a respective risk processing method selected from the group consisting 
of (i) real-time debit authorization, (ii) batch good funds processing, (in) guaranteed funds 
processing, (iv) debit-hold-credit processing, and fv) risk analysis, and wherein a first of the 
plurality of debit options is associated with a different risk processing method than a second of 
the plurality of debit options ; 

evaluating, at the payment service provider each of the plurality of debit options risk 
feduclion-teehftiq ue of th e plurality of ri s k reduction techniques available for fu l fil fag-the 
rec e ived payment r e que s t based on at least one predetermined factor associated with each of the 
plurality of debit options: risk reduction techniqu e s; 

selecting, at the payment service provider, one of the plurality of debit options risk 
reduction t e chniqu e s availabl e for fulfilling the received - payment r e qu es t to be used when 
processing the payment request, wherein the selection is based at least in part on the evaluation 
of each of the plurality of debit options; ftek-redwtiefHeotHiiq^ and 

processing, at the payment service provider, the payment request using the selected one 
debit option and the respective risk processing method associated with the one debit op tion, mk 
reduct i on techniqu e , wh e rein proc e ssing th e payment r e quest inc l ud e s directing f wtte-whe 
pay e e o n b e ha l f of the payo r? 
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2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein eaeh of the respective risk 
proc essing methods plurality of ride r e duction techniqu e s reduces a risk of financial loss to the 
payment service provider in processing the payment request on behalf of the payor. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1. wherein : 

the risk processing method of real-time debit authorization and the risk processing 
method of hatch good funds processing comprise w h er e in th e plura li ty of risk reduction 
tech niques includ e s at least one of i) determining, prior to directing funds to the payee in 
association with processing the payment request, that payor funds are available, 

the risk processing method of guaranteed funds processing comprises determining, 
prior to directing funds to the payee in association with processing the payment request, that an 
entity is available from which to collect funds if funds cannot be collected from the payor in 
association with processing the payment request, 

the risk processing method of risk analysis comprises tif) determining whether payment 
to the payee will be drawn on a deposit account associated with the payor, or drawn on a deposit 
account associated with an entity other than the payor, and 

t he risk processing method of debk-hold-crcdit processing comprises W) directing funds 
to the payee a predetermined period of time subsequent to initiating an electronic debiting of a 
deposit account associated with the payor. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 3, wherein the selected one debit o ption is 
associated with one of a real-time debit authorization risk processing method or a batch good 
funds processing risk processing method, risk r e duction t e chnique k th e d o turm i ning thnt payor 
ftfflds-a r e availabl e , and wherein executing computer-implemented instructions performed by one 
or more service provider computers processors further comprises executing computer- 
implemented instructions performed by one or more service provider computers proc e sso rs for: 

transmitting a debit authorization for an amount associated with the payment request to a 
financial institution at which at least one of a payor deposit account or a service provider deposit 
account is maintained. 
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5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 3, wherein the selected one dehii option is 
associated with a guaranteed funds processing risk processing method, risk red uct io n l ee h ftiqiie 
is the determining that an entity is available from which to collect - fim d»4£fafK ls cannot be 
eetiee ted from the payor in association with process i ng th e-p ayment request, and wherein 
executing computer-implemented instructions performed by one or more service provider 
computers processors further comprises executing computer-implemented instructions performed 
by one or more service provider computers processors for: 

identifying the entity from which to collect funds; 

wherein the payment request is processed responsive to the identification of the entity: 
wherein the payment is drawn on a deposit account associated with the payment service 
provider; and 

wherein the identified entity is one of the payee and a consumer service provider with 
which the payor is associated, 

6. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 3, wherein the selected one debit option is 
associated w i th a risk analysis risk processing method, risk reduction t e chnique -is th e 
determining wh e th e r payment to the paye e w i ll be draw n on a deposit account as s ociated with 

wherein executing computer-implemented instructions performed by one or more service 
provider computers processors further comprises executing computer-implemented instructions 
performed by one or more service provider computers proc e ssors for: 

determining at least one of i) if a monetary amount of the payment request is less than a 
predetermined first threshold, ii) if a total monetary amount of payments completed on behalf of 
the payor within a first predetermined time period is less than a predetermined second threshold, 
or and iii) if a volume of payments completed on behalf of the payor within a second 
predetermined time period is less than a predetermined third threshold: 

wh erein, if i t is d e t e rmin e d that the mon e tary amount is l e ss than the fir s t threshold, that 
the tota l m onetary-a mount iii less than the second thr e shold, or that th e volum e is less than-the 
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fomfc-t ransfer to the - pay ee drawn on a deposit account associat e d with an ontit y-ot h e r than the 



wherein, if it is determined that the monetary amount is not less than the first threshold, 
that the total monetary amount is not less than the second threshold, or that the volume is not less 
than the third threshold, processing the payment request includes issuing a draft to the payee 
drawn on the payor deposit account, account. 

otherwise, processing the payment request includes issu ing one of a check or an 
electronic funds transfer to the payee drawn on a deposit account associated with an entity other 
than the payor. 

7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the assembling of the plurality of 
debit options risk r e duction techniqu es is based upon at least one of i) the identity of the payor, 
ii) the identity of the payee, iii) the identity of a financial institution at which the payor maintains 
a deposit account, iv) the identity of a consumer service provider with which the payor is 
associated, v) a type of payment service offered by the payment service provider utilized by the 
payor, (vi) the identity of a financial -i n s tituti o n at whi ch the payor muintain ^depesit-ai^mf^ 
fvii) the payment amount, or(vm) £yii) the identity of the payment service provider. 

8. {Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein each of the plurality of debit 
options ri s k reduction t e chniques is associated with a level of protection against financial loss to 
the payment service provider for processing a payment request, and wherein selecting one of the 

requent to b e us e d when processing the paym e nt r e qu es t b a s ed ai-4 ea s t in part on th e ev aktafkm 



teohnkfue that provides a highest level of protection against financial loss to the payment service 
provider among the plurality of debit options risk reduction t e chniq ues available for fulfilling the 
received payment request. 

9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim I, wherein each of the plurality of debit 
options risk reduction techniqu e s is associated with a cost of processing a payment request, and 




includes selecting the available debit option risk- reduct i on 
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wherein selecting one of the plurality of debit options 




f ulfilling the received paym e nt requ e st to be u s ed when processing th e p ayment-reques t based at 



fulfilling the received payment request. 

10. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 1 wherein each of the plurality of debit 



req uest based at least in pan on th e evaluation of each risk reduction technique includes selecting 
the available debit option risk r e duction technique that is associated with a shortest time period 
to complete payment to the payee among the plurality of debit options available risk r edu c tion 
techniques for fulfilling the received payment request. 

11. (Cancelled) 

1 2. (Currently Amended) A system, comprising: 

a communications interface configured to receive a payment request for a payment 
service provider to pay a payee on behalf of a payor; and 
a processor configured to: [[to] J 



fulfilling the received payment request based at least in part on information included in the 
received payment request, wherein each of the plurality of debit options is associated with a 
respective risk processing method selected from the group consisting of (a) real-time debi t 
authorization, (b) batch good funds processing, (c) guaranteed funds processing (d) debit-ho ld- 
credit processing, and (e) risk analysis, and wherein a first of the plurality of debit options is 
associated with a different risk processing method than a second of the plurality of debit options; 





i) assemble a plurality of debit options risk-red^ 




available for 
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ii) evaluate each of the plurality of debit options risk r educ tion t e chniqu e of the 
plu rality of risk reduction techniques available for fulfilling the r e ceived payment r e c ces* based 
on at least one predetermined factor associated with each of the plurality of debit options; risk 
r e duction technique s ; 

iii) select one of the plurality of debit options risk reduction toch fflquefrav*ttlakte 
fcnM^lft& ng the rec e iv e d paym e nt r e q uest to be used when processing the payment request, 
wherein the selection is based at least in part on the evaluation of each of the plurality of debit 
options; and risk r e duction technique, and 

iv) process the payment request using the selected one debit option and the 
respective risk processing method associated with the one debit option, risk re d uetiaf M i ^hnk^ 
wherei n processing th e paym e nt r e qu e st includ es dir e cting funds to the payee on - be h alf o f-the 
payo r. 

13. (Currently Amended) The system of claim I2 ? wherein each of the respective risk 
processing methods plurality of risk reduction techniques reduces a risk of financial loss to the 
payment service provider in processing the payment request on behalf of the payor. 

1 4. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 1 2, wherein: 

the risk processing method of real-time debit authorization and the risk processing 
method of batch good funds processing comprise wh er e in the plurality ofri s k r e duct ion 
technique s i nclude s at least one of i) determining, prior to directing funds to the payee in 
association with processing the payment request, thai payor funds are available in a deposit 
account associated with the payor prior to directing a payment, 

the risk processing method of guaranteed funds processing comprises **) determining, 
prior to directing funds to the payee in association with processing the payment request, that an 
entity is available from which to collect funds if funds cannot be collected from the payor in 
association with processing the payment request, 

the risk processing method ofrisk analysis comprises «f) determining whether payment 
to the payee will be drawn on a deposit account associated with the payor, or drawn on a deposit 
account associated with an entity other than the payor, and 
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the risk processing method of dcbit-hold-credit processing comprises W) directing funds 
to the payee a predetermined period of time subsequent to initiating an electronic debiting of a 
deposit account associated with the payor. 

1 5. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 14, wherein: 

the selected one debit option is associated with one of a real-time debit authorization risk 
processing method or a batch good funds processing method: and risk r e duction techn ique- is the 
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the processor is further configured to transmit a debit authorization for an amount 
associated with the payment request to a financial institution at which at least one of a payor 
deposit account or a service provider deposit account is maintained. 

16. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 14, wherein: 

the selected one debit option is associated with a guaranteed funds processing risk 
processing method: risk reduction techn i que is the det e rmining that an entity i s availabl e from 
which t o collect funds if funds cannot b e coll e cted from the payor in association with processing 
a payment on behalf of the payor; 

the processor is lurther configured to i) identify the entity from which to collect funds, 
and ii) to cause the payment request to be processed responsive to the identification of the entity; 

the payment is drawn on a deposit account associated with the payment service provider; 

and 

the identified entity is one of the payee and a consumer service provider with which the 
payor is associated. 

17. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 14, wherein: 

the selected one debit option is associated with a risk analysis risk processing method- 
risk reduction techn i que i s th e determining wh e th e r paym e nt to the pay ee will be drawn on a 
depo&4-aeeotfflWi5 EK)oiated with the payor, or drawn on a deposit account as s ociated with an 
entity oth e r than th e payor; 
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the processor is further configured to determine at least one of i) if a monetary amount of 
the payment request is less than a predetermined First threshold, ii) if a total monetary amount of 
pay ments completed on behalf of the payor within a first predetermined lime period is less than a 
predetermined second threshold, or and iii) if a volume of payments completed on behalf of the 
payor within a second predetermined time period is less than a predetermined third threshold: 

if it is determined that the monetary amount is less than the first threshold, that the total 
monetary amount is less than the second threshold, or that the volume is less than the third 
lhreshold, processing the payment request includes issuing one of a check or an electronic funds 
transfer to the payee drawn on a deposit account associated with an entity other than the payor; 
and 

if it is determined that the monetary amount is not less than the first threshold, that the 
total monetary amount is not less than the second threshold, or that the volume is not less than 
the third threshold, processing the payment request includes issuing a draft to the payee drawn on 
the payor deposit account, 

1 8. ( Currently Amended) The system of claim 12, wherein the processor is further 
configured to assemble the plurality of debit options r isk reduct i on techniqu e s identified based 
upon at least one of i) the identity of the payor, ii) the identity of the payee, iii) the identity of a 
financial institution at which the payor maintains a deposit account, iv) the identity of a 
consumer service provider with which the payor is associated, v) a type of payment service offer 
by the payment service provider utilized by the payor, (vi) the-tetew rity of a financial i nstitutional 
whteh- the pay o r - m aintains a deposit account, (vii) the payment amount, or £*4i*) (vii) the identity 
of the payment service provider. 

19. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 12, wherein 

each of the plurality of risk reduction tech niques debit options is associated with a level 
of protection against financial loss to the payment service provider for processing a payment 
request; and wherein the risk processing method associated with the selected one debit option 
ris k rcda efi on technique s e lected provides a highest level of protection against financial loss to 
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the payment service provider among the plurality of risk reduction tech ni qu es debit options 
available for fulfilling the received payment request. 

20. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 12. wherein 

each of the plurality of debit options r isk redu c t i on t ech ni ques is associated with a cost of 
processing a payment request, and wherein the one debit option ri sk reduction teefanque selected 
is associated w ith a least cost of processing the payment request among the plurality of debit 
options available risk r e duction techniques for fulfilling the received payment request. 

21. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 12. wherein 

each of the plurality of debit options rink redu c tion techniques is associated with a time 
period for processing a payment request, and wherein the one debit option risk- reduct ion 
technique selected is associated with a shortest time period to complete payment to the payee 
among the plurality of debit options available r is k r e duction t e ch mqws for fulfilling the received 
payment request. 

22. (Cancelled) 

23. (Previously Presented) A system, comprising: 

means for receiving a payment request for a payment service provider to pay a payee on 
behalf of a payor; 

means for assembling a plurality of debit options risk reduction techniqu e s available for 
fulfilling the received payment request based at least in part on information included in the 
received payment request , wherein each of the plurality of debit options is associated with a 
respective risk processing method selected from the group consisting of (i) real-time debit 
authorization, (ii) batch good funds processing. (Hi) guaranteed funds processing, (iv) debit-hold- 
credit processing, and (v) risk analysis, and wherein a first ol the plurality of debit options is 
associated with a different risk processing method than a second of the plurality of debit options ; 

means for evaluating each of the plurality of debit options risk reduction- *eehftkftte-e£the 
p l ura li ty of ri s k redu ctio n te c hr ikf ue s avail abl e for fulfilling the r e c e ived payment reques t based 



8345287,1 



10 



Serial No, 10/631.970 
Tiling Date: August 1.2003 

Amendment and Response to Non-Final Office Action 

on at least one predetermined factor associated with each of the plurality of debit options; mk 
reduc t ion techniques; 

means for selecting one of the plurality of debit options risk reduction technique s 
available for fulfilling the received payment request to be used when processing the payment 
request, wherein the selection is based at least in part on the evaluation of each of the plurality of 
debit options; mk-fedu ction techn ique? and 

means for processing the payment request using the selected one debit option and the 
respective risk processing method associated with the one debit option, risk reduction -toch mqiie? 
wherein proc e ssing th e paym e nt r e qu e st includes dir e cting funds to th e payee on beh a l f o f -the 
payofr 

24. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 4, wherein executing computer-implemented 
instructions performed by one or more service provider computers p rocesso r s further comprises 
executing computer-implemented instructions performed by one or more service provider 
computers proce s sor s for: 

receiving, responsive to transmitting the debit authorization, one of (i) confirmation that * 
the payor deposit account has been successfully debited or (ii) confirmation that the service 
provider account has been successfully credited. 

25. (Previously Canceled) 

26. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 15, wherein the communications interface is 
further configured to receive, responsive to transmitting the debit authorization, one of (i) 
confirmation that the payor deposit account has been successfully debited or (ii) confirmation 
that the service provider account has been successfully credited. 

27. (Previously Canceled) 

28. (Currently Amended) The method of claim I, wherein the at least one predetermined 
factor associated with each of the plurality of debit options risk reduction techniques is chosen 
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bused upon at least one ofi) the identity of the payor, ii) the identity of the payment service 
provider, or iii) the identity of a consumer service provider with which the payor is associated. 

29. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 12, wherein the at least one predetermined 
factor associated with each of the plurality of debit options r is k redue^n-ieehnkfties is chosen 
based upon at least one ofi) the identity of the payor, ii) the identity of the payment service 
provider, or iii) the identity of a consumer service provider with which the payor is associated. 

30. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein the at least one predetermined factor comprises at 
least one of (i) a cost of processing factor, (ii) a risk of processing factor, or (iii) a speed of 
processing factor. 

31 . (Mew) The method of claim 1 , wherein a respective numeric value for the at least one 
predetermined factor is stored for each of the plurality of debit options, and 

wherein evaluating each of the plurality of debit options based on at least one 
predetermined factor comprises evaluating each of the plurality of debit options based.at least in 
part on the stored respective numeric values. 

32. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein executing computer-implemented instructions 
performed by one or more service provider computers further comprises executing computer- 
implemented instructions performed by one or more service provider computers for. 

crediting the payee using a credit option associated with the selected one debit option. 

33. (New) The system of claim 12, wherein the at least one predetermined factor comprises 
at least one of (i) a cost of processing factor, (ii ) a risk of processing factor, or (iii ) a speed of 
processing factor. 

34. (New) The system of claim 12, wherein a respective numeric value for the at least one 
predetermined factor is stored for eaeh of the plurality of debit options, and 
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wherein the processor is operable to evaluate each of the plurality of debit options based 
on at least one predetermined factor by evaluating each of the plurality of debit options based at 
least in part on the stored respective numeric values. 

35. (New) The system of claim 1 2, wherein the processor is further configured to direct a 
crediting of the payee using a credit option associated with the selected one debit option. 
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